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Today’s Agenda
1. Introduction (Shingo Ashizawa, Toyo University) 10 minutes
2. Tokyo Convention and APANNIC (Ayaka Noda, NIAD-QE) 15 minutes
3. Laying Gutenberg to Rest - An European Perspective on Digitalization and Its 

Impact on the Recognition of Foreign Credentials  (Erik Johansson)
20 minute plus 10 minutes Q&A

4. Digital credentialization in Australia and the continued
development of MyeQuals (Andrew Trnacek)
20 minute plus 10 minutes Q&A

5. ARUCC National Network project in Canada (Romesh Vadivel)
20 minute  (Romesh cannot take questions)

6. Discussion                20 minutes
7. Wrap up                   10 minutes
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Organizer of this webinar
• Joint research “Mobility of Human Resources across Borders and the 

Future of Foreign Credential Recognition” (Fostering Joint 
International Research B) Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research 2019-
2022 funded by JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science).

Co-organized by:
• Research Consortium for the Sustainable Promotion of International 

Education (RECSIE)
http://recsie.or.jp/
• Supported by: National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality 

Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE)
https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/
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http://recsie.or.jp/
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Research Group Member

• Shingo Ashizawa, Toyo University  <Leader> 
• Rie Mori, NIAD-QE
• Ayaka Noda, NIAD-QE
• Hiroshi Ota, Hitotsubashi University
• Takashi Sekiyama, Kyoto University
• Shingo Hanada, Toyo University
<Associate member>
• Katsumi Shiraishi, ABK
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1. Background
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What is Foreign Credential 
Evaluation?
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International Students in Japan 2010→2015
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JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 2016

Students at Japanese Language Schools
2010 2016Increase %

Vietnam 721 25,228 24,507 3499 

China 22,280 23,221 941 104 

Nepal 752 6,015 5,263 800 

Sri Lanka 153 2,071 1,918 1354 

Taiwan 1,234 1,929 695 156 

Korea 5,490 1,886 -3,604 34 

Myanmar 348 1,772 1,424 509 

Indonesia 171 960 789 561 

Mongolia 169 689 520 408 

Thailand 514 657 143 128 

Others 1,434 3,737 2,303 261 

Total 33,266 68,165 34,899 205 



2. 渡⽇前⼊学審査の必要性
Why do we need document 
screening for admission?
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Japanese universities’ admission heavily rely on 
one shot entrance examination (paper based test).

March 12th 2020 S. Ashizawa

＜Applicant Profile＞
1. Majority of applicants came from 

China and Korea (They can master 
Japanese language in shorter 
period)

2. Majority of incoming students 
studied Japanese at language 
schools in Japan.

Limited # of universities have 
EMI (English Medium 
Instruction) in Japan.
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Why direct admission system is needed？
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＜Applicant Profile＞
1. Students from various countries
2. International transfer system
3. Trans-national education

EMI allows Japanese 
universities to start direct 
admission system.
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3. FCE(Foreign Credential
Evaluation)
外国学歴・資格評価とは？
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• Authenticity
• Degree Mill/Diploma Mill
• Equivalency  ⇒ “Substantial Difference” 
“Foreign qualifications shall be recognised unless there is a substantial 
difference” identified  (from Lisbon Convention)
<What is needed for FCE ?>
1) Database
2) Knowledge of comparative education and qualifications framework
3) Experienced evaluators

Foreign Credential Evaluation(FCE）
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Substantial difference 
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SOURECE: The EAR Manual, Chapter 10, European Area of Recognition (EAR) Project, 
European Commission (2012)



Concept of Foreign Credential Evaluation (FCE)

Quality Assurance（質保証）
⼤学の機関認証（アクレディテーション）など

Learning
Outcome
学習成果

Qualifications Framework
職業・職務の資格枠組み（EQF, NQF）

Recognition (資格認証）
外国成績・資格認証（FCE）

Credit Transfer System
単位互換システム（ECTS, 

UMAPなど）

Tuning
• Diploma Supplement
• Degree Profile

S. Ashizawa 15March 12th 2020



FCE agencies 
• NICs in Europe

→ENIC-NARIC Network
• ENIC-NARIC centers are mostly government agencies or funded by government
• UK-NARIC (Independent agency endorsed by UK government)

• US ------ private FCE agencies (mostly independent and nonprofit organizations)
• Canada---Based on “Pan-Canadian Framework for the Assessment and Recognition of Foreign 

Qualifications”, 5 designated service providers make recommendations 
• Australia---Individual institutions will determine which overseas qualifications they recognize. 

Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is one of the guidelines for evaluation.
• China

→CDGDC（中国教育部学位与研究⽣教育信息網）
• 中国国内の学位・成績の認証
• ⽇本語教育振興協会・JAFSAが提携：学歴認証を受け、⽇本の⽇本語学校や⼤学へ⼊学

→CHESICCによるCHSI（中国⾼等教育学⽣信息網）
→CSCSE（中国留学服務中⼼）
− 主として海外留学をした中国⼈の外国学歴・学位の認証
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https://www.jafsa.org/global/china/
http://www.cscse.edu.cn/publish/portal0/tab133/info8919.htm


4. UNESCO Regional Conventions 
and Global Conventions
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UNESCO Regional Conventions on the Recognition 
of Academic Qualifications in Higher Education
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Latin 
America and 

the 
Caribbean

(2019)

Asia-Pacific 
Regional 

Convention
(2011)

Lisbon 
Convention

(1997, 
1999)

African 
States
(2014)

European 
States 

Bordering on 
the 

Mediterranean
(1978)

Tokyo Convention
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Global Convention on the Recognition of 
Higher Education Qualifications (2019)



5. Tokyo Convention and NIC
-The Asia-Pacific Regional Convention on the 
Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education-
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l Each member state establish its 
NIC.

l Japan
‐NIC was established at NIAD-QE
as of September 1st 2019.

l Role of NIC
‐Collection of data and 

information
‐Responding to inquries
‐Networking with others NICs of 

member countries
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Impact of Tokyo Convention（１）
【Chapter 8】NIC:National Information Center



Impact of Tokyo Convention（２）

Chapter 3 BASIC PRINCIPLES RELATED TO THE ASSESSMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS
• Party undertakes to make appropriate arrangements for the 

assessment of an application for recognition of qualifications with the 
main focus on knowledge and skills achieved. 
• transparent, coherent, reliable, fair and non-discriminatory
• Compliance
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Impact of Tokyo Convention（３）
Recognition Process
• Equivalency

(Definition ; substantial difference)
• Compliance / Right to appeal
• Partial recognition/Recognition of partial credential
• Credential from non-traditional study
• Recognition of Undocumented Refugees
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6. Our research Scope
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Research Scope: “Mobility of Human Resources 
across Borders and the Future of Foreign 
Credential Recognition”

1)How we can establish a fair, legitimate and 
efficient FCE system in Japan?

2)What types of digital credential system is 
appropriate ans feasible for Japanese 
society and higher education? 

S. Ashizawa 25March 12th 2020



March 12th 2020 S. Ashizawa 26



Workshops and Study 
Sessions
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January 2017
Invited UK-NARIC and 
NOKUT

March 2018
Visited UK-NARIC and 
NUFFIC
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参考資料
1.  UNESCO UIS ISCED Mappings

http://uis.unesco.org/en/isced-mappings

2.  International Standard Classification of Education ISCED2011

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/

international-standard-classification-of-education-isced-2011-en.pdf

3.  ISCED 2011 Operational Manual

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/

isced-2011-operational-manual-guidelines-for-classifying-national-education-programmes

-and-related-qualifications-2015-en_1.pdf

4. "MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LISBON RECOGNITION CONVENTION” 

https://www.enicnaric.net/fileusers/monitoring_the_implementation_of_the_lisbon_recognition_

convention_2016.pdf

5.  ”The European Recognition Manual for Higher Education Institutions”

https://www.enic-naric.net/fileusers/8220_European%20Recognition%20Manual%20Second%20Edition%20FIN.pdf
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Thank you for your attention!!

東洋⼤学 国際地域学部
芦沢真五

ashizawa@toyo.jp
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